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For more than half a century, 
the Top Hat bar has served as both 
an afternoon hangout and a hub for 
a wide range of local and national 
musicians, which is evident from 
the countless autographed pictures 
checkering nearly every inch of 
wall space. Famous acts, includ-
ing Robert Cray, Peter Rowan and 
New Riders of the Purple Sage 
to name a few, have all passed 
through the historic Missoula 
landmark, thanks to former owner 
and operator Steve Garr.
However, Garr’s unexpected 
death earlier this month has left 
local music-lovers and bar-goers 
asking, “What is the future of the 
legendary Top Hat Lounge?” 
For now, starting Tuesday, the 
Top Hat will reopen fi ve days a 
week – Tuesday through Saturday 
– from 5 p.m. until close.
Nicole Garr, Steve’s oldest 
daughter, spoke of the family’s de-
cision to keep the bar open as long 
as possible. 
“We are going to give it our best 
shot,” she said. “If this is meant to 
be, it will go.” 
Even before Steve Garr re-
opened the bar in 1987, the Top 
Hat was a place devoted to the 
music played there. “It is a venue 
for musicians,” said Nicole Garr. 
“It’s one of the only places you can 
come get live music (almost night-
ly), and that’s a tradition that’s go-
ing to continue on.” 
Having inherited the very busi-
ness in which they grew up and 
worked most of their lives, Steve 
Garr’s four adult children – twins 
Nicole and Nate, 32; Heidi, 26; 
and Greta, 20 – recently discussed 
how to go about continuing their 
father’s two-decade-long legacy. 
Nicole Garr said that she, along 
with her boyfriend, will be step-
ping forward to run the show. It 
is a decision that will require her 
to move back to Missoula from 
Hawaii, where she currently owns 
and operates a yoga studio. Greta 
Garr, a current UM student, will 
continue to work as a bartender.
The Top Hat is the best venue 
to play at, said Miller Creek band 
member Jared Fisher, who has 
played there with various other 
acts over the years. 
“Being someone that has spent 
a lot of time there, it has meant a lot 
to me, with many great memories,” 
Fisher said. “It’s where a lot of bands 
come together and are born.”
In the midst of having to cope 
with their father’s passing, Nicole 
Garr was able to fi le the necessary 
paperwork to have the bar’s liquor 
license put in both her and her twin 
brother’s names, a crucial step in 
moving forward. 
However, until the legal pro-
cess of determining the validity of 
Garr’s will is settled in court, the 
Garr family doesn’t really know 
the long-term future of the Top 
Hat, Nicole Garr said. 
And that process could take 
more than a year. 
“Right now, it is going to run 
day to day, and we’re going to try 
and bring it [the bar] into the posi-
tive,” she said.
In looking toward the future, 
Nicole Garr said she not only in-
tends to keep the Top Hat running, 
she plans on transforming it into 
an even more phenomenal place. 
Considering that the building has 
three levels, she said it has yet to 
reach its full potential. 
“We’re going to bring it into 
the 21st century slowly,” she said. 
“Keep the old but bring in some 
new.”
Peering through the murky front 
window, one can already see major 
Top Hat keeps taps fl owing 
with help of family members
Chris D’Angelo
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Tucker Sargent’s fi rst mistake 
was to leave his front door unlocked 
when he went to class Tuesday af-
ternoon. 
He was deep in a game of Assas-
sins and an unlocked door guaran-
teed that he would get wetted.
“The door was locked when I 
got home. My roommates lock it 
when they are inside so they can 
protect themselves, but I knew they 
weren’t home,” said Sargent, a se-
nior majoring in geography. “I did 
the secret knock and stepped to the 
side, but Gonzo burst out and got 
me.” 
“Gonzo,” or Andrew Gonzales, 
a junior majoring in history who 
was Sargent’s assassinator, orga-
nized Missoula’s current game of 
Assassins. It was his second kill of 
the day. 
Assassins is a game of stealth, 
stalking and suspicion. The rules 
are simple: kill your target before 
you get killed, and make sure there 
aren’t any witnesses. You must as-
sassinate your target with a prede-
termined weapon – in this game, 
it’s a shot from a water gun or a 
stab from a spoon. Once a player 
makes a kill, he or she takes on the 
victim’s target to assassinate next. 
You can’t assassinate your target in 
the designated safe zone – AmVets 
– and if your victim is a co-worker 
or roommate, you can’t assassinate 
him or her at home or in the offi ce.
The last man or woman standing 
wins. This round is being played 
mostly for prestige (and maybe a 
shiny trophy or two), but Gonzales 
said the next round may require an 
ante with a cash prize for the win-
ner.
So far, the player stalking Gon-
zales has left him threatening 
voicemails and notes and has even 
broken into his house in an attempt 
to assassinate him.  
But as of Wednesday night, Gon-
zales is still in the game. “You’re 
playing at your own risk,” Gonza-
les said. “When you’re playing the 
game, everything’s so stressful.”
Variations of the game exist 
around the U.S., but Gonzales said 
this the fi rst time he’s heard of the 
game being played at The Univer-
sity of Montana.
“I thought, ‘What a great way to 
kick off the semester by playing a 
game that everyone’s going to en-
joy,’” said Gonzales, who learned 
about the game while watching Cur-
rent TV. “We’re all kind of grown-
up, and we don’t play games any-
‘Assassins’ game full of 
stealth, stalking, suspicion
Virginia J. Cleaveland
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When journalism professor Nadia White 
learned that trials for a national-interest court 
case against W.R. Grace & Co. would take place 
in Missoula, she decided to use it as a learning 
opportunity for the students enrolled in her Envi-
ronmental Reporting course.  
The U.S. Department of Justice and the En-
vironmental Protection Agency allege that W.R. 
Grace executives knowingly endangered the pub-
lic by concealing information about the adverse 
health effects of the company’s vermiculite min-
ing operations in Libby. 
White spent her winter break revamping the 
curriculum for her course to include a Web site 
on which her students will post live trial cover-
age. She hopes the posts can become an online 
resource for people across the nation to get up-to-
date information on the trial proceedings. 
“The students will have an extraordinary op-
portunity to learn about the nuanced issues behind 
one of the most complex environmental lawsuits 
ever tried,” White said.
Vermiculite is a fi reproof material used to insulate 
National trial is 
timely classroom
for UM students
Stacy Gray
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Harnessing her climbing power
Bess Brownlee/Montana Kaimin
Climbing instructor Mandela van Eeden teaches Nicole Hagedorn how to secure her rock climbing harness on Wednesday evening 
in the Rec Center.  From 7 to 9 p.m. every Wednesday, the Rec Center hosts Women’s Night at the Wall for female climbers only.
See TOP HAT, page 6
See ASSASSINS, page 8
See GRACE, page 7
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content. 
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Editorial
Adults shouldn’t lose
health insurance just
because they turn 25
I’ve always looked forward to my 25th birthday as the day I would 
fi nally be able to rent a car. But now, as graduation looms and job 
prospects wither daily, I’ve begun to slightly dread my quarter-cen-
tennial – the age I lose coverage under my family’s health insurance 
plan.
I’m not alone in worrying about how I will afford health care. 
According to the latest fi gures from the Commonwealth Fund, a non-
profi t research group in New York, there were 13.2 million uninsured 
young adults in 2007 – one of the fastest growing groups without 
health insurance. Although some young people think health insur-
ance is unnecessary, for many it’s a desired but out-of-reach benefi t 
right after college, especially now that jobs are either disappearing or 
don’t provide health care. 
Last summer, I ran into a former high school classmate who had 
broken her back in a sledding accident the previous winter. She was 
uninsured at the time and, after several surgeries and extensive physi-
cal therapy, had racked up almost $100,000 in debt. With the help of 
local charities and a successful medical malpractice lawsuit, she was 
relieved of most of the debt, but the full amount would have bank-
rupted her. 
In New York, where, according to a recent New York Times arti-
cle, many uninsured 20-somethings are borrowing prescription med-
icine, setting their own bones or forgoing medical treatment, Gov. 
David Paterson has proposed allowing parents to claim young adults 
as dependents up to age 29. This is an interesting and worthy idea for 
states to consider at a time when lawmakers are haggling over solu-
tions for insuring everyone from children to the elderly. 
According to Community Catalyst, a Boston-based health care 
consumer advocacy group, most states allow young adults to remain 
under family insurance plans until age 25, but most require eligibility 
criteria, such as being unmarried or a full-time student. New Jersey 
has the most liberal coverage: people without children can be consid-
ered dependents until age 30. In Montana, unmarried young adults 
can receive coverage until 25. 
In the past, most people thought a college degree would provide 
access to stable employment that paid well enough to cover expenses 
like health insurance. But now, graduates are competing for a shrink-
ing number of jobs, and many are settling for part-time employment 
to make ends meet until (or if) they get a “real” job.
Opponents of a plan to increase the age of dependency in Montana 
would argue that insurance costs would increase. But in the Commu-
nity Catalyst report this month, a spokesman for America’s Health In-
surance Plans said that increasing dependent age limits usually adds 
less than 1 percent to the cost of health policies because young people 
are generally healthy and inexpensive to insure. It’s emergencies or 
accidents that accumulate tremendous debt for the uninsured and 
cause them to default on credit card bills or house payments, which 
helped contribute to the economic mess we’re in now.
Expanding the defi nition of dependent coverage isn’t a blanket 
solution to the health care problems we’re facing. It even seems a 
little silly to consider a 29-year-old a dependent unless he’s living in 
his parents’ basement. But maybe it would give people in their 20s a 
head start, a few more years to establish themselves and save a little 
money. 
After all, the longer our parents let us piggyback on their health 
insurance, the sooner we can start paying off that trillion-dollar debt 
they’ve left us.
Lauren Russell, news editor
lauren1.russell@umontana.edu
...on Montana’s gunslingers
By Alex Tenenbaum
Droppin’the ‘baum
A bunch of Montanans buying and carrying guns 
without the government’s knowledge doesn’t really 
scare me. It seems many already do, which is illegal, 
while Montana’s gun violence rate is still one of the 
lowest in the nation. 
I don’t consider myself a gun nut. But I do have 
to smile at the legislation Montana’s House of Repre-
sentatives has passed in the last few days.
If the Senate approves, Montanans will soon be 
able to carry concealed weapons in city limits without 
permits, while those with licenses will be allowed to 
carry handguns into national parks and wildlife ref-
uges. My favorite bill would even set fi rearms made 
and used in Montana free from federal regulation. 
House Bill 246 is the most creative move to assert 
states’ rights I’ve heard in a long time, arguing that if 
a product isn’t involved in interstate commerce, the 
feds have no right to regulate it. 
But while I cheer these libertarian measures, I have 
to deal with my former self: a 17-year-old self-pro-
claimed hippie. Back then, I would have called these 
ideas fascist – which really is funny, since the word 
means dictatorial, and granting more people more 
freedom is exactly the opposite.
I would have pointed to Montana and said, ‘This 
is what’s wrong with the world.’ I would have called 
people pushing for gun rights paranoid freaks who 
would rather use violence than peace to handle a 
confl ict. 
But I don’t think that’s what these folks are af-
ter. I think they just want to live their ideals and 
traditions as freely as possible. While I may not 
personally choose to carry a gun, I don’t see what’s 
wrong with anyone who does. That’s their choice, 
and if they choose to fi re it, they will have to deal 
with the consequences in full. 
A big part of my former aversion to gun rights 
was based on where I came from.
Growing up in the suburbs of Denver, guns 
meant Columbine and suicides and robberies and 
police violence. 
When I was little, I used to play cops and robbers 
and turn anything I could fi nd into a gun. Plastic golf 
clubs made fantastic rifl es, toilet paper tubes could 
be bent into pistols, and a big, 
blocky cordless telephone from 
the ‘80s became a laser gun 
with its own sound effects. My friend Anthony from 
Australia was a 4-year-old weapons expert. What I 
called a pistol, he called a “.45 seni’natic,” what I 
called a rifl e, he called an “N16.” We made guns and 
we shot each other. It was awesome.
I went to a progressive preschool where they 
taught that the Earth is our mother. We sang the “habi-
tat song” and made sculptures out of cans and bottles 
as we trained to become expert recyclers. We weren’t 
allowed to play cops and robbers or Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles, though. If you even cocked your thumb 
and pointed your fi nger like a gun, it was a great big 
time-out. I embraced the rainforest and I really liked 
recycling, but no matter how hard those sweet, paci-
fi st teachers tried, they couldn’t scold me into giving 
up my guns. My friends and I were warriors. Repri-
mands were interrogations, and time-outs only made 
us prisoners of war.  
By the time I entered high school, guns were no 
longer cool. I became a rock climber and a theater kid 
and a self-proclaimed hippie, and when I found out a 
couple of kids went hunting with their dads, I called 
them rednecks. It was not cool at my school to be a 
redneck. 
No one talked about hunting because they’d be 
shunned by jerks like me. And a lot of the jerks like 
me had parents like mine, the ones who moved west 
from New York charged with all the promising ideals 
of the 1960s. 
But Montana is different, I’ve learned. Here, guns 
mean history, culture, heritage and fun, which is why 
these bills passed in the House in the fi rst place. 
In opposing Bill 246, one representative said she 
“want[s] our state to be recognized as a state that 
cares about people, and that cares about the envi-
ronment.” 
I agree, but those aims hardly count out Second 
Amendment rights. I see no reason to keep cowboys 
from being cowboys, and no reason to keep Montana 
from bucking overreaching federal regulation. 
                    alexander.tenenbaum@umontana.edu
www.montanakaimin.com
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The new financial stress facing 
ASUM was a deciding factor in the 
passage of a bill Wednesday night 
that decreased some ASUM em-
ployees’ premiums and cut work 
hours for others.
The bill, which passed with 
unanimous consent, cut total work 
hours and decreased the premi-
ums that 21 employees of various 
ASUM agencies and departments 
received on top of their minimum 
wages. Some of the employees in-
clude UM students.
ASUM business manager Alex 
Gosline said that this bill comes 
from a need to redirect strapped 
funding into student groups.
“We try to help out as much as 
we can from the top down,” Gos-
line said. 
ASUM president Trevor Hunter 
said this bill was necessary because 
financial burdens have grown cam-
puswide since last year. 
Last year, the Sustainability 
Center was instituted as an ASUM 
agency, and the Off-Campus Rent-
er Center was reinstated. However, 
only two positions in these agen-
cies are affected. Another financial 
burden comes from Montana’s 
minimum wage, which has in-
creased twice since July 2008 and 
will increase again in July 2009. 
Instead of increasing the ASUM 
student fee, ASUM senators and 
executives decided to freeze 
ASUM employee premiums and 
cut hours.
“We’re not interested in going 
for a fee increase and putting that 
burden on the students,” Hunter 
said. “But if ASUM doesn’t in-
crease the student fee, how do we 
move forward with all these chal-
lenges?”
Ultimately, ASUM decided that 
freezing premiums and cutting 
hours of some ASUM employees 
would be the best decision. 
Hunter said this makes the most 
sense because after the last mini-
mum wage increase in July, the 
minimum wage will be a decent 
wage without the large premiums. 
“If we were to maintain (the 
premiums), we would have had to 
go to a fee increase,” Hunter said. 
“We can take the burden onto our-
selves instead of the students.”
Hunter said that between the 
cut in premiums and the decrease 
in work hours, ASUM would free 
up almost $20,000.
joshua.potter@umontana.edu
Cleaner alternative forms of en-
ergy still face some growing pains 
before they power the majority of 
America’s homes, but Montana 
green energy suppliers are confident 
that investing now will pay back 
later.
On Wednesday night at the COT, 
seven panelists from five Montana 
businesses discussed how renew-
able energy could make sense for 
families and individuals. More than 
70 people attended the three-hour 
discussion, with audience questions 
taking almost as long as some of the 
panelists’ presentations.
The speakers addressed different 
ways homes can be more energy ef-
ficient and less dependent on fossil 
fuels. Systems such as solar, wind 
and hydroelectric can all be shrunken 
down for personal use, the panelists 
said, as long as people are willing to 
pay the price.
While the impact on the environ-
ment may be lower, initial impact on 
consumer wallets is another matter, 
at least for now, speakers said. But, 
they insisted, consumers get what 
they pay for.
“Cheap in this stuff is not good,” 
said Logan Bryce, who presented on 
wind power. “Cheap means exactly 
that – cheap.”
Just as expensive, said panelist 
Chris Daum, is powering a house 
with inefficient appliances. Daum 
said that many appliances still use 
electricity when they aren’t on. A 
television, for example, can use be-
tween 200 and 300 watts per hour 
even when it’s turned off.
“That adds up,” she said. “We’ve 
kind of gotten used to having 
cheap electricity,” but things have 
changed.
The best thing to do, Daum said, 
is to plug appliances into power 
strips, and turn the strips off when 
they aren’t being used.
Daum also encouraged people to 
invest in energy efficiency, by using 
appliances that use less electricity. 
It may be expensive up front, but in 
the long run, so is low efficiency, she 
said.
“Every dollar you spend in ef-
ficiency will save you three to five 
dollars in your system,” Daum said.
The topic that seemed to pique 
the interest of audience members 
most was solar energy. There are 
currently two ways to power a home 
with solar panels – with a battery 
backup system or by being tied into 
an electrical grid.
Tom Bishop spoke about battery 
systems, which are the oldest form 
of personal solar systems. 
They have the advantage of be-
ing independent from a grid, he said, 
but the technology for the battery 
system is far behind that of the panel 
system itself. 
Batteries are still messy and toxic 
and require a lot of maintenance, he 
said.
What has changed, Bishop said, 
is the number and variety of people 
who use battery-powered systems.
“It used to be that our main cus-
tomers were Volkswagen bus-dwell-
ers and backwoods recluses,” Bish-
op said. 
But because of the green move-
ment and better tax breaks for solar-
paneled homes, more and more peo-
ple are starting to catch on, he said.
Rip Hamilton, who co-
owns another solar system 
business in Missoula, agreed. 
“We’ve been more busy than we 
ever have this year,” he said.
Hamilton, who addressed grid so-
lar systems, said that although losing 
power during an outage is a setback, 
many of his customers are attracted 
by lower electricity bills and being 
part of a system. 
The up-front cost, at $16,000, 
isn’t cheap, but Hamilton said the 
system would pay for itself.
“I wouldn’t be surprised if you 
could gain the full $16,000 back on 
a $16,000 system,” he said.
Besides price, other forms of en-
ergy, such as hydroelectric, face low 
technology and bureaucracy as the 
main hurdles before they become 
more recognized as a feasible source 
of power. 
For those who live close to a wa-
ter stream, hydroelectric power would 
seem like a good option, said presenter 
Lee Tavenner, but current water rights 
laws in addition to a lack of efficient 
technology make hydroelectric power 
an option to only a select few.
Despite these obstacles, many 
audience members seemed inter-
ested in moving forward with these 
new forms of power, asking ques-
tions about pricing, what was avail-
Panelists discuss alternative energy
Kimball Bennion
MONTANA KAIMIN
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ASUM leaders vote 
to finance groups 
over personal gain
Josh Potter
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Former Griz football player 
Cody Von Appen, accused of fel-
ony accountability for aggravated 
assault for a Sept. 19 beating on 
campus, has reached a plea agree-
ment with the Missoula County 
attorney’s offi ce, according to dep-
uty county attorney Jason Marks.
On Tuesday, Von Appen plead-
ed to a lesser felony of criminal 
endangerment, thus avoiding pos-
sible jail time. He will receive six 
years probation and an undisclosed 
fi ne and restitution. 
Von Appen’s sentencing is set 
for April 21, when he will fi nd out 
the amount of his fi ne and restitu-
tion.
The incident occurred near 
Miller Hall when Von Appen, 
along with Justin Montelius and 
Andrew Douglass, allegedly beat 
up Jesse Johnson following an ar-
gument between one of Johnson’s 
friends and Montelius earlier that 
evening. The altercation left John-
son with a broken jaw.
Von Appen, Douglass and Mon-
telius were redshirt football play-
ers for the Griz and never played 
in a game.
Von Appen and Montelius were 
charged with accountability for the 
assault, meaning they were alleg-
edly involved in the beating, but 
didn’t necessarily do it. Douglass 
is charged with the assault itself.
If convicted, each defendant 
could have received up to 20 years 
in prison and/or a $50,000 fi ne.
The other two accused have 
separate trial dates. Douglass’ trial 
will convene on April 8, and Mon-
telius’ on March 18.  
Marks, who is prosecuting both 
cases, said he expects the trials to 
run about two days each. 
mark.page@umontana.edu
Griz football player 
accepts plea bargain
Mark Page
MONTANA KAIMIN
Members of Students for Eco-
nomic and Social Justice (SESJ) 
spent Wednesday afternoon on 
the Oval asking passersby to sign 
a petition urging the UM admin-
istration to break its contract with 
Russell Athletics.
At the end of January, Russell 
announced the closure of its Jer-
zees de Honduras factory, which 
employed 1,800 workers. 
The Workers Rights Consor-
tium (WRC), an organization that 
conducts investigations into work-
ing conditions of factories around 
the world, released a report stating 
that Russell closed the factory be-
cause the workers were unionizing 
and that the union leaders were 
being threatened. UM has been af-
fi liated with the WRC since May 
2007. 
SESJ members want UM to end 
a contract with Russell that allows 
the apparel company to put the 
Grizzly logo on its clothing. Ac-
cording to SESJ member Kacie 
Engum, when other universities 
have cut contracts with compa-
nies, it provided enough incentive 
for the companies to reopen fac-
tories and respect workers’ rights. 
Seven other colleges ended their 
contracts with Russell following 
the closure of the Honduras fac-
tory, including Georgetown and 
Duke, she said. 
The university’s code of con-
duct for vendors states that UM 
has a “long-standing commitment 
to sound, ethical and socially re-
sponsible business practices.” 
Asking UM to end its contract 
with Russell following the nega-
tive report from the WRC, Engum 
said, is simply asking it to follow 
its own policies.  
“I guess they don’t have any-
one holding them accountable, and 
that’s what we’re trying to do,” she 
said.
SESJ member Pat CoatarPeter 
said when SESJ met with Ex-
ecutive Vice President Jim Foley, 
Foley said he wanted all the facts 
before making a decision. 
The student group planned to 
meet with Foley on Thursday, but 
CoatarPeter said the meeting was 
canceled. 
Foley was not available to an-
swer questions Wednesday.  
SESJ members say the admin-
istration is not acting fast enough 
to handle the situation.
“They’re stalling and kind of 
dragging the process out,” Coatar-
Peter said. 
Engum said it’s important to 
realize the timeliness of the situ-
ation, especially with union mem-
bers getting threats and 1,800 un-
employed because of the factory 
closure.
In January, Foley wrote a letter 
to the Russell Corporation asking 
the company to suspend the clo-
sure of the Honduras factory until 
the university had the chance to 
review reports about the situation. 
Two days later, Russell closed the 
factory. 
In a letter written last week, 
Foley said the company violated 
the university’s code of conduct 
and that UM would consider tak-
ing away Russell’s right to use the 
Griz logo on apparel. 
The Fair Labor Association 
(FLA), which also looked in to 
the closure, stated that its fi ndings 
support the conclusion that closing 
the factory was a business decision 
based on economic factors, such 
as the drop in demand for fl eece 
products. 
However, the FLA also said they 
were aware of the allegations of 
human rights violations, although 
it couldn’t determine if anti-union 
sentiment was the primary reason 
for closing the factory.
allison.maier@umontana.edu
Students urge UM to stop
corporate clothing contract
Allison Maier
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 The Montana Kaimin 
is committed to accuracy
 in its reports. If you think the 
Kaimin has committed 
an error of fact, please call us 
at 243-2394 
or e-mail 
editor@montanakaimin.com 
and let us know. 
 If we fi nd a factual error we 
will correct it.
accuracy 
watch
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Head coach Robin Selvig pre-
dicted that lockdown defense 
would be integral to Montana’s 
success before last weekend’s two-
game homestand.
The University of Montana 
women’s basketball team made the 
prophecy a reality.
Montana gave up less than 
100 points and held its opponents 
to less than 30-percent shooting 
combined in conference victories 
over Sacramento State (75-48) and 
Northern Arizona (76-48).  
“I thought our effort was great, 
and like I said it would be, de-
fense was key last weekend,” said 
Selvig. “I was very pleased and 
thought we did a nice job in that 
aspect.”
Stingy defense was accompa-
nied by efficient offense (UM shot 
49 percent from the field during 
the homestand) and strong bench 
play, as Montana reserves aver-
aged 22 points per game during the 
two games.
The pair of victories helped 
Montana keep pace in the two-
team race with league-leading 
Portland State for the right to host 
the Big Sky Tournament in March. 
PSU is 11-1 in conference play, a 
half game ahead of Montana. No 
other BSC team is above .500 in 
conference play. Selvig said he an-
ticipates the necessity for the Lady 
Griz’s hot streak (UM has won 13 
of their last 14) to continue if host-
ing the conference tournament is a 
feasible goal. 
Montana now begins its final 
road trip of the season. The Lady 
Griz play at Weber State Thursday 
and at Idaho State Saturday before 
journeying to Greeley, Colo., to 
play Northern Colorado on Feb. 
26.
“Every game is huge in confer-
ence season, and we are kind of 
in the home stretch,” Selvig said. 
“We are in a position to make a run 
at the title, but we just need to keep 
winning.”
Much has been made of the 
Lady Griz’s success within the 
friendly confines of Dahlberg 
Arena this season and rightfully 
so. Last Saturday’s 76-48 win over 
Northern Arizona pushed Mon-
tana’s home record to 12-1 this 
season and was their 44th win in 
their last 46 games in Missoula.
But Montana has been almost 
as unbeatable on the road. The 
Lady Griz are 8-1 in true road 
games this season. UM’s lone 
blemish came last month when 
they fell 72-62 at Portland State. 
All told, Montana is 9-3 away 
from Missoula. 
The Lady Griz played in a three-
game round robin tournament on a 
neutral court in Cancun, Mexico, 
in November. In a talent-rich field, 
Montana went 1-2. The team beat 
Illinois 59-57 before falling 71-58 
to No. 7 Maryland and 64-59 to 
No. 18 South Dakota State.
Balanced basketball was key 
to Montana’s success the last time 
they squared off with the Wildcats 
in Ogden, Utah. The Lady Griz 
shot 49 percent from the field and 
scored 41 points in each half in an 
82-54 walloping of the Wildcats. 
All 12 Lady Griz who saw action 
scored, led by the senior backcourt 
of Mandy Morales and Sonya Rog-
ers, who combined for 32 points. 
Ali Thorderson led Weber, tallying 
19 points, but making just 6-of-20 
from the floor. Thorderson leads 
the league in 3-point field goals 
with 58, but the Lady Griz limited 
her to 5-of-17 shooting from be-
hind the arc.
Sporadic shooting has plagued 
the Wildcats all season. Although 
Tonya Schnibbe (13.2 points per 
game), Caitlin Anderson (12.2 
ppg), and Thorderson (11.0 ppg) 
all average double figures in scor-
ing, Anderson is the only one 
who shoots better than 40 percent 
(.407). As a team, WSU is shoot-
ing just 36 percent from the field 
and 32 percent from behind the 
arc.
Despite relatively cold shoot-
ing, Weber is still a dangerous 
team because of the pace of their 
game. Although they are second 
to last in the league in field goal 
shooting overall and seventh out 
of nine BSC teams in 3-point field 
goal percentage, the Wildcats are 
second in the league in 3-point 
field goals made per contest, sink-
ing 6.67 3-pointers per game, and 
that is something Selvig does not 
want his players to take lightly.
“They shoot tons of threes and 
they have a bunch of kids who 
like to shoot threes, so it’s kind 
of scary if they get hot,” Selvig 
said. “They are a real perimeter- 
oriented team so we have to do 
a good job of getting to their 
shooters.”
Following this weekend, Port-
land State and Montana will be 
even in terms of conference con-
tests at 13-a-piece. PSU plays at 
Northern Colorado Thursday be-
fore hosting their final home game 
against Eastern Washington on 
Feb. 28. The determining factor 
in who hosts the conference tour-
nament comes on March 7 when 
PSU comes to Montana for the 
season finale for both teams.
colter.nuanez@umontana.edu
Colter Nuanez
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Lady Griz embark on final road trip of season
Taka Osuga/Montana Kaimin
Sophomore forward Jessa Loman Lingford shoots the ball as sophomore guard Stephanie Stender defends during Wednes-
day’s practice at Dahlberg Arena. The team is traveling to Weber State on Thursday and Idaho State on Saturday. Head 
coach Robin Selvig said Weber State has the best three-pointers in the league and that defense is going to be the key.
It was 10 years ago this Febru-
ary when Weber State started its 
Cinderella run through the Big Sky 
Conference and into the NCAA 
tournament, upsetting North Caro-
lina in the first round and ending 
just a few ticks short of slaying 
Florida in the second. 
This year’s version of the purple 
and black is back on the radar as 
one of the country’s scariest mid-
majors, evoking 1999 memories 
of Harold “The Show” Arceneaux 
and Eddie Gill, the main cogs in 
that improbable run.
But if there is to be a 2009 run, 
it will have to go through Missou-
la starting Thursday, where heavy 
postseason implications hang in 
the balance when the Wildcats vis-
it piping-hot Montana (16-9, 10-3 
Big Sky) at Dahlberg Arena. 
The Wildcats (17-8, 11-1 Big 
Sky) can gain a share of the regu-
lar season Big Sky title with a win, 
which would also clinch them 
home-court advantage for next 
month’s conference tournament. 
Randy Rahe’s club has already 
earned a berth in the tournament’s 
semifinal round. 
Meanwhile, Montana has won 
seven straight and hasn’t lost a 
game since Weber bullwhipped 
them by 16 points back on Janu-
ary 17. 
“When watching that film, we 
didn’t play well on either end,” 
said head coach Wayne Tinkle. 
Thursday, the Griz have the op-
portunity at redemption, as well as 
shot at garnering a bye in the con-
ference tournament semifinals.
Tinkle said he was concerned 
about letdown heading into Sac-
ramento State last Thursday night, 
but his squad handled business 
with a 12-point win and wrapped 
up one of the top two seeds in 
March’s tournament. 
But even after that key win, 
Tinkle said his staff stressed to 
their team the importance of ex-
tending their winning streak on the 
road Saturday night at Northern 
Arizona, clinch or no clinch. 
“If you don’t have the right 
character, it would be easy to say 
we got the road split,” he said. 
“We weren’t going to let that hap-
pen. ...We challenged our guys, 
especially at halftime of the NAU 
game. We were only up four or 
five. We needed to stay hungry, 
and our guys responded.” 
Montana earned a 73-54 win 
over the Lumberjacks. 
“We’ve done a good job of put-
ting games behind us, no matter if 
we win or lose,” said sophomore 
center Brian Qvale, who is averag-
ing 5.4 points and five rebounds a 
game. 
Qvale added that his team has 
become “much tougher” week in 
and week out as the year has pro-
gressed, notably on the defensive 
end. 
That sentiment should change 
the dynamic of Thursday night’s 
showdown, as opposed to the 
teams’ first meeting when We-
ber State big men Daviin Davis 
and Trevor Morris combined for 
26 hard-nosed points and 14 re-
bounds. 
The Wildcats won the rebound-
ing advantage that night as well, 
edging Tinkle’s club in the paint 
by a 41-34 margin. 
Weber State isn’t towering in 
the frontcourt, but is what Qvale 
described as “diverse,” with bigs 
who can shoot on the perimeter 
and from the block. 
Davis may be the most deco-
rated player on the roster, averag-
Griz prepare for showdown with Weber State
Roman Stubbs
MONTANA KAIMIN
See SHOWDOWN, page 6
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changes in the vibe of this historic 
venue. The cluttered back wall, 
once adorned with countless paint-
ings by J.R. Rummel, is now bare 
– but hopefully not for long as Ni-
cole Garr is looking to fi ll in those 
gaps. 
“We are big believers and fol-
lowers of the arts, so we want to 
have not just music but support the 
local artists of this community,” 
she said. “We have a lot of wall 
space, so I want to do a calling for 
all artists to showcase their work.” 
She plans on bringing her pas-
sion for yoga to Missoula by open-
ing a studio upstairs, along with 
several art galleries. In time, she 
also hopes to open the additional 
downstairs bar for business. How-
ever, these are only plans, and 
nothing is set in stone.  
As for the music, Nicole Garr 
says it will survive. “We’re still 
going to be a live-music place, but 
I do want to also bring in some DJs 
every now and then,” she said. “I 
want to do some things that my 
dad would probably roll over in 
his grave.”
Although she never envisioned 
herself “pushing alcohol,” she said 
she’s all for pushing entertainment 
and art. 
“I’ll put my effort in, let it ride 
and see where it goes,” she said. 
“I’m excited about that.”
christopher.dangelo@umontana.edu
ing 10.2 points and 3.6 rebounds 
per game, and accounting for 34 
blocks and 31 steals this season. 
Steve Panos, a 6-foot-8 center, 
averages 10.1 point per game and 
nearly fi ve boards. 
The thorn in Tinkle’s side is de-
vising a defensive solution for We-
ber’s back court, which includes 
Anthony Johnson’s primary com-
petition for Player of the Year hon-
ors, senior point man Kellen Mc-
Coy. Slinging from the two guard 
is true freshman Damian Lilliard, 
a young talent who has shown all 
the makings of being a good one 
for years to come. Lilliard, who 
torched Montana with 17 points 
and four assists back in January, 
averages 10.9 points per game.   
The 5-foot-6 McCoy has been 
fabulous all year, and he exploded 
against Tinkle’s club in Ogden 
with 18 points. All eyes will be 
on McCoy and Johnson Thursday 
night, a showdown in its own right 
of perhaps two of the Big Sky’s 
best. 
“He’s tough. He just like 
Mighty Mouse,” said Tinkle of 
McCoy, who averages 13.5 points 
per game. “He’s undersized but 
he’s got the heart of a lion.”  
Montana will need exactly the 
same thing for a win against the 
league’s big boys Thursday night.  
roman.stubbs@umontana.edu 
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Jim Curtis, owner of Main Street Barber Shop in downtown Missoula, gives a haircut to Paul Overland, a fre-
quent customer, Wednesday afternoon. The store has been around since 1964. Overland said it has been two 
months since he had a haircut. “I come here and say to Jim, ‘Just make me look good,’” Overland says. 
M
   K
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HELENA – Lawmakers heard 
a bill Wednesday that would al-
low Montana to issue bonds to 
pay for building projects on uni-
versity campuses statewide.
House Bill 467, sponsored 
by Rep. Dave McAlpin, D-Mis-
soula, would authorize the state 
to go into debt to issue the bonds 
and appropriate $66 million to-
ward seven projects not included 
in the governor’s budget. The 
projects include construction on 
the College of Technology build-
ing on UM’s South Campus and 
an agricultural research facility 
in Bozeman.
“These buildings can’t wait 
any longer,” McAlpin said.
McAlpin called his bill “ap-
propriate and wise” for this 
session, even in tight fi nancial 
times. 
The projects would generate 
jobs and money for the state and 
would provide infrastructure and 
training for needed employees, 
McAlpin said.
HB 467 would appropriate 
$32.5 million toward the COT 
construction project, the most 
expensive on the list. Other proj-
ects on various campuses range 
in price from $4.5 million to $12 
million.
Supporters for the bill said it 
would create jobs and boost the 
economy.
But the bill’s primary oppo-
nent, state budget director David 
Ewer, said the projects were not 
properly researched, and it would 
be inappropriate to put so much 
money into them.
“This is, therefore, a piece-
meal bill that has not been ad-
equately vetted,” Ewer said.
Ewer was also concerned 
about putting the state in debt 
during the current fi nancial 
downturn. 
He said the federal stimulus 
package probably shouldn’t cov-
er these projects because they are 
not fully planned.
Mick Robinson of the Mon-
tana University System (MUS) 
disagreed with Ewer, saying all 
the projects had been properly 
thought out, especially the COT 
building in Missoula.
“That project has been on the 
drawing board of the Board of 
Regents for 10 years,” Robinson 
said. “I do think that these proj-
ects that are listed here have been 
vetted by the Board of Regents 
properly.”
Robinson said the projects are 
not a priority for MUS because 
of the fi scal situation. Their pri-
ority is to fund base expenses, 
Robinson said.
UM President George Den-
nison told the Long Range Plan-
ning subcommittee about over-
crowding and wait-lists at the 
COT campus.
“This project has been on our 
list for a long time,” Dennison 
said. He added that the university 
originally tried to fund the new 
building privately, but did not re-
ceive an adequate amount.
The 2007 legislature appropri-
ated $500,000 to plan and design 
the new COT building. It is esti-
mated the new project will cost 
$30 million.
Sen. Carol Williams, D-Mis-
soula, said she would vote for 
this bill because UM is missing 
the boat on potential technology 
careers.
“I’m so convinced that we 
are losing opportunities for our 
young people,” Williams said. 
“We’ve lost a whole generation 
of people who could’ve had ca-
reers.”
The committee took no further 
action on the bill.
molly.priddy@umontana.edu
State bill would fund construction on campuses
Molly Priddy
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homes. Asbestos is interwoven in 
vermiculite and is released when 
vermiculite is processed. Studies 
have shown that exposure to as-
bestos can cause life-threatening 
diseases, including lung cancer. 
According to a 2005 press release 
by the Department of Justice, ap-
proximately 1,200 Libby residents 
have suffered from an asbestos-re-
lated abnormality.
White said that what makes the 
W.R. Grace trial a case of national 
interest is that the vermiculite was 
shipped to processing plants across 
the country, where the same health 
problems arose. Her goal is to give 
her students hands-on experience 
documenting live trial coverage by 
online blogging.
White isn’t the only Univer-
sity of Montana faculty mem-
ber using this historic case as 
a learning experience. Andrew 
King-Ries, a law professor, is 
collaborating with White to give 
their classes a chance to interact 
and work together. King-Ries’ 
law students will help White’s 
student reporters wade through 
the legal jargon and analyze the 
legal arguments presented in the 
courtroom. 
White’s students will then con-
vey the court proceedings in a 
manner that average citizens can 
easily follow.
This is the fi rst time an environ-
mental reporting class has been of-
fered at UM. 
The W.R. Grace trial begins to-
day at the Missoula Federal Court-
house.
       stacy.gray@umontana.edu
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for 
advertisements which are placed in the 
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their 
best judgement and investigate fully any 
offers of employment, investment or re-
lated topics before paying out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.15 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.25 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed 
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can 
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepay-
ment is required. Ads may be placed at 
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email: 
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
LOST OR FOUND
Lost: Clip-on silver earrings two weeks 
ago on campus. Very special to me. Call 
at 360-7003
Lost: Red Samsung camera in blue pouch 
at foresters ball (Sat.) Contact via email 
lendme5pounds @yahoo.co.uk if found . 
Lost: Set of 3 keys with lg silver pocketknife 
attached. Lost near end of footbridge by 
Student Rec Center. If found please call 
Britney at 249-6736.
Found: Man’s ring in front of LA on 2/13. 
Call x5211 to identify. 
FOR RENT
Room in single family home. Quiet. No 
smoking/pets. All utilities.970-389-7397
Weekend cabins 30 min. from Missoula. 
$44-66/nt Rock Creek Cabins 251-6611
HELP WANTED
Survey Takers Needed: Make $5-$25 per 
survey. Do it in your spare time. www.
GetPaidToThink.com
Are you interested in wildlife conservation 
and outdoor adventure? Want to write 
for a 150,000-circulation magazine, a 
TV show seen in 31 million homes and a 
website receiving 100,000 hits per month? 
Bugle magazine at the Rocky Mountain 
Elk Foundation is your ticket. We offer 
two internships a semester that give 
you the chance to boost both your skills 
and your resume while writing for print, 
broadcast and the internet. You will also 
gain experience using an advanced website 
content managing system. We’ve hosted 
interns for almost two decades. Come be 
part of our team. Email jobs@rmef.org for 
more info. 
Two Downtown Facilities Staff Needed: 
Missoula Downtown Association hiring for 
event setup and other downtown projects. 
PT Apr-Oct. $8.50/hr. 543-4238/ 
missouladowntown.com for more info. 
Submit cover letter, resume, 3 references 
to 218 E. Main St, C; Missoula, Mt 59802 
or via email to mda@missouladowntown.
com by March 6.
PERSONALS
Wildland Fire Training, Basic and 
Refresher. Call 406-543-0013
Free quit smoking/chewing kits at Curry. 
243-2809 Room 112
Got Condoms? CARE Reps in the dorms 
have free condoms available 24/7 in the 
dorms and Lewis and Clark Villages.
Counseling and Psychological Services. 
Call for an appointment.  243-4711
TAMING YOUR TEST ANXIETY 
SEMINAR! Want to get a jumpstart 
on having a successful spring semester? 
Come to this seminar, Saturday, February 
21, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. at Curry Health Center 
room 073. Call to register 243-4711
Weight Management Seminar! This 8-
week seminar will help you establish a 
life-long approach to weight management. 
Nutrition, exercise, body image, and 
maintaining motivation will be covered. 
Thursdays 5:30-7:00 beginning February 
19. $25 for 8 weeks, including a healthy 
snack.  To register call 243-2833
GRADUATE GRIND: Being a graduate 
student can be a stressful time in one’s 
life. This support group will give you an 
opportunity to share your experiences 
with other graduate students. Call the 
Counseling and Psychological Service 
243-4711 for more information.
OVERCOMING SHYNESS: 93% of 
all people experience some degree of 
shyness. This 7-week group can give you 
some skills to manage your shyness. Call 
the Counseling and Psychological Service 
243-4711 to register. 
REAL ESTATE
Why rent when you can buy? Free buyer 
representation. Call Jake Booher today for 
a free list of properties. John Herring Real 
Estate 406-544-6114 
ROOMMATES NEEDED
Home 1/2 acre fenced. 1-2 Room $350-
$400 inc. utilities. No smoking. Gardeners, 
professional students, professional 
individual welcome. Professional Lady age 
26 that graduated. I workout after my job 
daily, tennis, yoga, horses, bike. Winter 
sports on weekends. Area by river, Blue 
Mountain, close to Community Hospital. 
Bus stops there for University. Very safe 
neighborhood. Call 406-821-4372.
SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Student 
discount. Downtown at 136 East 
Broadway. Computer Central, 542-6540.
Computer Problem? Free Diagnosis! Free 
Diagnosis! Close to campus. First Call 
Computer Solutions. 721-4592
www.montanakaimin.com
more, so I thought it would bring us 
back to our childhoods.”
The game started Sunday at 2 
a.m. with 65 players, mostly col-
lege students. By Wednesday at 
10:30 p.m., there were only 40 as-
sassins left.
“What makes it interesting is a 
lot of people don’t know about their 
targets,” said Casey McCormack, a 
senior majoring in history who was 
the fi rst player eliminated. “So you 
have to learn about their routines – 
where they work, where they study, 
where they eat.”
Sargent assassinated McCor-
mack 34 minutes after the game 
began. He stalked McCormack all 
the way from the bars to his home 
on Sixth Street. 
“I was disappointed. I can’t lie, 
I was disappointed,” McCormack 
said. “I thought I would have a big-
ger role in the game.”
But Assassins isn’t all fun and 
games. According to ABC, the 
University of Nebraska banned 
the game in 2008 after campus po-
lice received a report of a masked 
student with a gun in class, which 
turned out to be a Nerf gun used in 
a variation of the game. Nebraska 
offi cials argued that the game was 
extremely inappropriate because 
school shootings were too fresh in 
students’ minds.
Gonzales took precautions to 
eliminate any run-ins with campus 
police – the rules state that water 
guns must be brightly colored. As 
for the spoons, Gonzales said he 
wasn’t worried anyone would mis-
take those for weapons. 
“We want people to have fun but 
not go crazy and, like, squirt people 
in class. People are doing a good job 
at not creating a ruckus,” Gonzales 
said. “The whole point of the game 
is to be as stealthy as possible.” 
And the “no witnesses” rule pre-
vents players from pulling out their 
water guns in class to assassinate a 
target, he said.
Because assassinations can hap-
pen at any time of day or night, 
players will live in a constant state 
of fear and paranoia for the next 
three weeks. 
“I felt as though I couldn’t trust 
anyone in any minor movement as 
I was walking to and from class. 
I didn’t trust anybody or any of 
my friends that were playing the 
game,” said Austin Charvet, a ju-
nior in resource conservation who 
was assassinated Tuesday morning 
as he stepped out his front door. 
“I wore a scarf wrapped around 
my head  when I went to the library 
so no one could recognize my face, 
and I kept out of water gun distance 
and spoon distance from anyone I 
walked by.”
To participate in the next round of 
the Assassins game, e-mail Gonzales 
at missoula.assassins@gmail.com. 
virginia.cleaveland@umontana.edu
ASSASSINS
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